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Irish Immigration
It is estimated that between 1820 and 1860, the Irish immigrants constituted over one-third of all the immigrants in the United States. In 1840, the numbers were at their peak; they represented nearly half of all the immigrants in the US.  This massive exodus from their native land was a result of multiple causes. The immigrants arrived in the US in waves, and basically, the reason for their coming was to look for new job opportunities and escape the famine that had ravaged their country.
The first wave of immigrants arrived in the US in search of jobs and a better living. Many of the first wave immigrants were skilled workers who worked on railroads. The second wave happened in the 1840s, and it was during this time that unprecedented Irish immigrated. The immigration was a result of famine that had hit Ireland. Following the potato blight that had happened, Irish staple food was destroyed, thus causing famine. Hundreds of thousands of peasants were driven from their cottages and eventually forced to migrate (Library of Congress, 2021). Many of these second-wave immigrants had no skills and no previous experience in adapting to a new country. They had no money, no education, few clothes, very little hope that everything will be alright in America, and no formal religious training despite their fierce loyalty to the Catholic Church. The Irish were proverbially among the poorest in Europe even before the famine. Many of them had been evicted from cottages that had been mere hovels, thus exposing them to cholera and other infectious diseases. Cholera led to the death of many compared to famine.  
The Irish immigration to America was never in vain. Their arrival in the US changed the country to a greater extent as far as growing the economy was concerned. This population made valuable contributions in politics, industry, music, religion, art, organized labor, and literature. They provided much labor to the American cities and transport systems (Library of Congress, 2021). Regarding religion, the Irish were staunch Catholic followers, and many of them had fled persecution, and on arrival, they helped establish Roman Catholicism in the US. The Irish influence in America can be seen on multiple fronts where they have excelled. In politics, the Irish people have many US presidents who had Irish origins similar to the justice system. In the entertainment industry, the likes of Taylor Swift, Katy Perry, Justin Timberlake, Elvis Presley, Tom Brady, Ben Stiller, Will Farrell, and Rick Barry have dominated the scene to a greater extent. As such, it cannot be wrong to say that the Irish run almost every aspect of the United States. 
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